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1.  April 29, 
2016 

Hindustan 
Times 

SMS’s to help parents to remember 
children’s vaccination day 

305000 Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Uday 
Pai 

2.  April 29, 
2016 

The Hindu Most parents don’t maintain vaccination 
calendar 

60000 Dr. Pramod Jog 

3.  April 29, 
2016 

The Hindu For your babies injectable vaccine, you 
must go to BMC health vaccine 

60000 Dr. Uday Pai 

4.  April 29, 
2016 

The Asian Age Now, SMS alert to remind parents to 
vaccinate kids 

108000 Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Uday 
Pai 

5.  April 29, 
2016 

Afternoon DC IAP launches SMS alert system for child 
vaccinations 

40000 Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Uday 
Pai 

6.  April 27, 
2016 

The Times of 
India 

Now get injectable polio vaccines at BMC 
Clinics 

721000 Dr. Bakul Parekh 

7.  April 29, 
2016 

Yashobhoomi IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s 
Largest and most Successful Vaccine 
Reminder Program 
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PUNE 

8.  April 29, 
2016 

The Indian 
Express 

IAP, Immunize India record over one 
million registrations 

60000 Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. 
Ranjan Pejaver 

9.  April 27, 
2016 

The Indian 
Express 

Pramod Jog elected national President of 
IAP 

60000 Dr. Pramod Jog 

10.  May 3, 
2016 

Pune Satta IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s 
Largest and most Successful Vaccine 
Reminder Program. 

20000 - 

11.  May 1, 
2016 

Yashobhoomi World Immunization week implemented 
successfully in India 

50000 Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. 
Ranjan Pejaver 

12.  May 1, 
2016 

Sakal Emphasis on vaccination and training 
through education. 

5,75000 Dr. Pramod Jog 

13.  April 29, 
2016 

Vishwadarpan IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s 
Largest and most Successful Vaccine 
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30000 Dr. Pramod Jog   
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2016 

Pudhari President of Indian Academy of 
Pediatrics- Dr. Jog 

150000 Dr. Pramod Jog 
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Maharashtra 
Times 

Vaccination education is the need of 
society 
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Maharashtra 
Times 
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Maharashtra state sees 20% increase due 
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Pediatrics- Dr. Jog 

575000 Dr. Pramod Jog 
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2016 

DNA 40k kids enroll for vaccine reminders 50000 Dr. Raju Shah 
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2016 

The Hindu Diphtheria, whopping cough cases on the 
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300000 Dr. Arif Ahmed 
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20.  April 29, 
2016 
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30000 - 

AHMEDABAD 

21.  April 29, 
2016 

Nirmal Gujarat IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s 
Largest and most Successful Vaccine 
Reminder Program 

25000 Dr. Pramod Jog 
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Lokprem IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s 
Largest and most Successful Vaccine 
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35000 Dr. Pramod Jog 
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Doordarshan 
News 
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Immunize India Vaccine Reminder 
Service 

- Dr. Pramod Jog 
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Doordarshan 
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The Hindu Diphtheria, whopping cough cases on the 
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Dr. Arif Ahmed 

26.  April 29, 
2016 

The Hindu Most parents don’t maintain vaccination 
calendar 

Dr. Pramod Jog 

27.  April 29, 
2016 

The Hindu For your baby’s injectable polio vaccine, 
you must go to BMC health centres 

Dr. Uday Pai 

28.  April 29, 
2016 

The Indian 
Express 

Pune SMS vaccination reminder: IAP, 
Immunize India record over one million 
registrations 

Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Ranjan Pejaver 

29.  April 29, 
2016 

The Asian Age Now, SMS alerts to remind parents to 
vaccinate kids 

Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Uday Pai 

30.  April 29, 
2016 

Pharmabiz World’s single largest vaccine alert 
programme gets one million registrations 
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Dr. Pramod Jog, Dr. Ranjan Pejaver and Dr. Uday Pai 

31.  April 29, 
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Yahoo News Pune SMS vaccination reminder: IAP, 
Immunize India record over one million 
registrations 

Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Ranjan Pejaver 

32.  April 29, 
2016 

Medical 
Dialogues 

Indian Academy of Pediatrics hits world 
record with 1 million registrations on 
Immunize IAP 

Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Ranjan Pejaver 

33.  April 29, 
2016 

India Everyday Pune SMS vaccination reminder: IAP, 
Immunize India record over one million 
registrations 

Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Ranjan Pejaver 

34.  April 29, 
2016 

Health News Pune SMS vaccination reminder: IAP, 
Immunize India record over one million 
registrations 

- 

35.  April 29, 
2016 

Maharashtra 
Times 

Health Education should be provided 
about Vaccination 

- 

36.  April 29, 
2016 

Hunt News Pune SMS vaccination reminder: IAP, 
Immunize India record over one million 
registrations 

- 

37.  April 29, 
2016 

Health 
Technology 

AP Immunize India becomes the World’s 
Largest and most Successful Vaccine 
Reminder Program 

Dr. Pramod Jog, Dr. Ranjan Pejaver and Dr. Uday Pai 

38.  April 29, 
2016 

Afternoon DC IAF launches SMS alert system for child 
vaccinations 

Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Uday Pai 

39.  April 28, 
2016 

News 
Superfast 

IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s 
Largest and most Successful Vaccine 
Reminder Program 

Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Ranjan Pejaver 

40.  April 28, 
2016 

Instant Publish World’s largest & most successful Vaccine 
Reminder Program Is IAP Immunize India 

Dr. Pramod Jog, Dr. Ranjan Pejaver and Dr. Uday Pai 



 

41.  April 28, 
2016 

Yahoo News IAP and Immunize India Charity highlight 
milestones of IAP Immunize India, a 
vaccination reminder service 

Dr. Pramod Jog, Dr. Ranjan Pejaver and Dr. Uday Pai 

42.  April 28, 
2016 

My Informs IAP immunize India becomes the world’s 
largest and most successful vaccine 
reminder program 

- 

43.  April 28, 
2016 

E-Health IAP-Immunize India becomes largest 
SMS-based vaccination reminder 

- 

44.  April 28, 
2016 

Express 
Healthcare 

IAP and Immunize India Charity highlight 
milestones of IAP Immunize India, a 
vaccination reminder service 

Dr. Pramod Jog, Dr. Ranjan Pejaver and Dr. Uday Pai 

45.  April 28, 
2016 

City Air News IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s 
Largest and most Successful Vaccine 
Reminder Program 

Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Ranjan Pejaver 

46.  April 28, 
2016 

Pocket News 
Alert  

IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s 
Largest and most Successful Vaccine 
Reminder Program 

Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Ranjan Pejaver 

47.  April 28, 
2016 

Spicy Stars 
Mumbai 

IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s 
Largest and most Successful Vaccine 
Reminder Program 

Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Ranjan Pejaver 

48.  April 28, 
2016 

Scoop It IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s 
Largest and most Successful Vaccine 
Reminder Program 
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49.  April 28, 
2016 

Soft Link Web Pune SMS vaccination reminder: IAP, 
Immunize India record over one million 
registrations 

Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Ranjan Pejaver 
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Most parents don’t maintain vaccination 
calendar 
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Latest News 
360 

Most parents don’t maintain vaccination 
calendar 
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53.  April 29, 
2016 

Make me Feed Most parents don’t maintain vaccination 
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54.  April 29, 
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I am Mumbai For your baby’s injectable polio vaccine, 
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Dr. Uday Pai 
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World News For your baby’s injectable polio vaccine, 
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News.pancha
mithra 
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Latest News 
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Latest News 
360 

Pune SMS vaccination reminder: IAP, 
Immunize India record over one million 
registrations 
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60.  April 29, 
2016 

Daily Hunt Now, SMS alerts to remind parents to 
vaccinate kids 

Dr. Pramod Jog and Dr. Uday Pai 

61.  April 29, 
2016 

Latest News 
360 

World’s single largest vaccine alert 
programme gets one million registrations 
in India 
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CITY STATUS 
Bangalore Interactions with Dr. Kasi have taken place with Deccan Chronicle and Prajavani. 

Coverage to be received next week. 

Delhi We received opportunities with Hindustan Times and ET Health World (Blog which we 
drafted), however, Dr. Sangeeta declined from being quoted or being part of any media 
activity. We were then referred to Dr. Sachdeva for media interactions, however, this 
was a development at the end of the Immunization eek. However, media were not keen 
to do any stories around it. 

Chennai Dr. Vikatan Magazine has agreed to do an interaction on Wednesday, 4 April, 2016. 
Deccan Chronicle to confirm the interest.  
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Channel: Doordarshan News Show name: Metro Scan 

Date: April 28, 2016 Doctor: Dr. Pramod Jog 

Time of airing: 18:25 pm Duration: 01:46 mins 

Topic: World Immunization Week 2016 – IAP 
Immunize India Vaccine Reminder Service 

Brand and Campaign visibility: Indian Academy of 
Pediatrics, Immunize India, Vaccine Reminder Service 

Spokesperson quoted: Dr. Pramod Jog Spokespersons profiled: Dr. Ranjan Pejaver, Dr. Uday 
Pai, Dr. Anupam Sachdeva, GK 

Click to download video link (Link expires on 27 May, 2016) 
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Immunize India Vaccine Reminder Service 

Brand and Campaign visibility: Indian Academy of 
Pediatrics, Immunize India, Vaccine Reminder Service 

Spokesperson quoted: Dr. Pramod Jog Spokespersons profiled: Dr. Ranjan Pejaver, Dr. Uday 
Pai, Dr. Anupam Sachdeva 

Click to download video link (Link expires on 27 May, 2016) 
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Diphtheria, whopping cough cases on the rise 

MUMBAI, April 30, 2016 05:42 IST  

Doctors attribute the incidence to inadequate and improper vaccination 

Inadequate vaccination and immunity is driving incidence of diphtheria and whopping cough in the city, warn physicians. 

Medics at the Fever Hospital speak of a steady flow of patients, children and adults, with diphtheria. While many show a case of 

severe infection with the classical white patch in the throat, others present with milder symptoms. Physicians attributed the 

incidence to inadequate and improper vaccination. 

“Besides vaccines in childhood, a booster dose every 10 years is required in areas where diphtheria is endemic. That apart, those 

infected are often unvaccinated against the disease,” said the hospital’s superintendent Dr. K. Shankar. 

He added that patients visiting the hospital for treatment comprise local residents and migrants. 

Lack of awareness 

A study conducted in Hyderabad, which was published last month in The Pediatric Infectious Disease Journal, found that lack of 

awareness about the disease and disbelief in vaccination was driving incidence. 

Diphtheria is a bacterial infection of the upper respiratory system that causes a few thousand deaths every year across the world. 

Nearly three-quarters of the infections are said to occur in India though DTP vaccines are part of India’s universal vaccination 

programme. 

A booster dose every decade is recommended in areas with high incidence. 

Speaking about the incidence of pertussis or whopping cough, Dr. Arif Ahmed, a city-based paediatric allergist, attributed 

improper vaccination to occurrence of vaccine-preventable diseases. 

“While not vaccinating is the main reason for incidence of whopping cough, sometimes improper vaccination also renders an 

individual vulnerable. The use of painless vaccines for whopping cough has also been found to be less efficient,” he said. 

The Indian Academy of Paediatrics (IAP) has partnered with the non-for-profit Immunize India Charity, which rolled out an SMS-

based reminder project in 2014 that will alert parents when due dates for vaccines are around. 

Around 90,000 children in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana are enrolled with the programme. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/diphtheria-whopping-cough-cases-on-the-rise/article8539513.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/diphtheria-whopping-cough-cases-on-the-rise/article8539513.ece


 

 

Website: The Hindu, Mumbai Headline: Most parents don’t maintain 
vaccination calendar 

Date: April 29, 2016 Doctor: Dr Pramod Jog 

Link: http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/news/most-parents-dont-maintain-vaccination-
calendar/article8535290.ece 

 

 

Most parents don’t maintain vaccination calendar 

MUMBAI, April 29, 2016 08:30 IST 

 

A central government immunisation programme underway—File Photo 
 

Most parents in the country still do not maintain a vaccination immunisation calendar, and miss out on vaccine doses for their 

children, said doctors associated with the Indian Academy of Paediatrics (IAP) on Thursday. 

Speaking to mediapersons, Dr Pramod Jog, president of IAP, said that every year, vaccine preventable diseases account for over 

1.5 million deaths and about 1 million disabilities in children under 5 years of age in India. “In India, the percentage of children 

between 12–23 months of age who received all recommended vaccines on time is just 51.6% as parents do not maintain a 

vaccination calendar and often forget to vaccinate the child on time in a disciplined manner. This default is observed in both urban 

and rural areas,” said Dr Jog. 

Doctors emphasised that it is important to administer vaccinations for the top life-threatening vaccine preventable diseases in 

India such as pneumonia, diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, rotavirus, polio, tuberculosis, measles and hepatitis B. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/news/most-parents-dont-maintain-vaccination-calendar/article8535290.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/news/most-parents-dont-maintain-vaccination-calendar/article8535290.ece


 

It was close this immunisation gap that Immunize India Charity launched a vaccine reminder program in association with IAP in 

2014. 

IAP-Immunize India is a free-of-cost SMS based vaccination reminder service which is nationally available across all mobile 

networks in India. Since almost every adult in urban and rural areas have mobile phones, the SMS reminder service is the most 

cost-effective reminder that a vaccination is due. 

Doctors at the conference said Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Kalyan have recorded 1.12 lakh registrations. 

Dr Jog said that many infants were missing out regular vaccinations and these lapses are responsible for increased rates of child 

morbidity and mortality in India which can definitely be avoided. 

The SMS reminder service is the most cost-effective reminder that a vaccination is due 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

Website: The Hindu, Mumbai Headline: For your baby’s injectable polio 
vaccine, you must go to BMC health centres 

Date: April 29, 2016 Doctor: Dr. Uday Pai 

Link: http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/news/for-your-babys-injectable-polio-vaccine-you-must-
go-to-bmc-health-centres/article8535288.ece 

 

 

For your baby’s injectable polio vaccine, you must go to BMC 

health centres 

MUMBAI: April 29, 2016 08:27 IST 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The vaccine is not available on the market, or with private doctors; it must be injectedat the same time as the oral vaccine 

Unlike the oral polio vaccine that the civic body gave for free to private practitioners, the injectable polio vaccine, introduced by 

the BMC on Tuesday, will be available only in public healthcare facilities. There is no stock of the vaccine in the market for doctors 

in private practice to buy. Both the BMC and paediatricians are asking parents to take their children to public units for their shot. 

The BMC started administering the injectable vaccine on Tuesday. The vaccine, which now figures in the immunisation calendar, 

has to be administered to children at the age of six weeks and then 14 weeks, along with the oral polio vaccine. 

Paediatricians say they do not wish to confuse parents are and hence giving out uniform advice: take your child to a civic-run 

facility for the injectable vaccine. Dr Uday Pai, consultant paediatrician and past president of the Indian Academy of Paediatrics, 

said, “We have told all our members to refer children to municipal centres for the vaccine dose. We have also sent a letter to the 

BMC that if private patients do come, they too should be given the vaccine.” 

Doctors said parents should not panic, nor get confused. “If a child misses a shot, a catch up shot can be given later. This is not an 

emergency vaccine,” said Dr Pai. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/news/for-your-babys-injectable-polio-vaccine-you-must-go-to-bmc-health-centres/article8535288.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/news/for-your-babys-injectable-polio-vaccine-you-must-go-to-bmc-health-centres/article8535288.ece


 

Civic officials said they have adequate supply of the vaccine. Dr Padmaja Keskar, BMC’s executive health officer, said: “All private 

doctors can send us children for the injectable vaccine. We will be giving it for free.” 

Taking stock 

Six months before the BMC launched the injectable vaccine, the government had procured all the stock available with various 

vaccine dealerships. Paediatricians, who were giving the injectable vaccine earlier, said they have not given a single shot since 

January as there were no vaccines available in the market. 

“Until last August or September, a monthly stock of 15,000 to 20,000 doses of the injectable vaccine was enough for Mumbai,” 

said vaccine dealer Dr Haresh Shah. “But awareness shot up after the government started advertising on television that it would 

start administering injectable polio vaccine from April, 2016. So the demand shot up after that.” Dr Shah, adding that there has 

been no stock for the last three months. 

The shortage of the injectable polio vaccine is a global phenomenon. That is why it is being administered as an intradermal 

injection — between the layers of the skin — and not as an intramuscular injection, which uses up a larger quantity. The 

intramuscular shot needs just one dose, while the intradermal injection is given twice. 

Both doctors and government officials are hopeful that production of the vaccine will scale up in the months to come. 

100% protection from polio 

Officials of the public health department have said that “simultaneous immunisation by oral polio vaccine and injectable polio 

vaccine will give dual protection to children and the community” and that “it will prevent reinfection and reactivation of polio 

disease”. Doctors too said that the two doses of the injectable polio will be 100 per cent protection from the virus. 

“To eradicate polio completely, extra doses of oral polio vaccine are to be administered to children under five during every pulse 

polio campaign in addition to the oral and injectable polio vaccine doses,” the BMC stated in a press release following the 

injectable vaccine’s launch. 

The shortage of the injectable polio vaccine is a global phenomenon, and needs several doses 
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about vaccination 

Date: April 29, 2016 Doctor: Dr. Pramod Jog 
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 Website: The Indian Express, Pune Headline: Pune SMS vaccination reminder: IAP, 
Immunize India record over one million 
registrations  

Date: April 29, 2016 Doctor: Dr. Uday Pai 

Link: http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/pune/pune-sms-vaccination-reminder-iap-immunize-india-record-
over-one-million-registrations-2775356/  

 

Pune SMS vaccination reminder: IAP, Immunize India record over 

one million registrations 

They also highlighted milestones achieved by their joint programme ‘IAP-Immunize India’, making it the largest national 

healthcare initiative of its kind to increase immunisation adherence and coverage across the country. 

 

 Pune | Published: April 29, 2016 1:19 am 

The Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize India Charity, on the occasion of World Immunization Week (April 24-30), 

have come together to discuss challenges and solutions to ‘Close the Immunization Gap’ in accordance with the 2016 WHO theme. 

They also highlighted milestones achieved by their joint programme ‘IAP-Immunize India’, making it the largest national healthcare 

initiative of its kind to increase immunisation adherence and coverage across the country. 

India’s immunisation coverage compared to its developed neighbors is very low. Annually, vaccine-preventable diseases account 

for over 1.5 million deaths and about a million disabilities in children below five years in India. 

Commenting on the concerns of low immunisation rate in India, Dr Pramod Jog, National IAP President and Consultant 

Pediatrician, said, “In India, the percentage of children between 12-23 months of age who received all recommended vaccines on 

time is just 51.6 per cent.” 

A major reason is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar and often forget to vaccinate the child on time in a 

disciplined manner. 

This is observed both in urban and rural areas. 

Total, 14 per cent infants who come in contact with immunisation services to receive their Bacillus Calmette–Guérin (BCG) vaccine 

do not receive their measles vaccine scheduled at the ninth month. 

Many children below five years do not receive regular pneumococcal vaccines. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/pune/pune-sms-vaccination-reminder-iap-immunize-india-record-over-one-million-registrations-2775356/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/pune/pune-sms-vaccination-reminder-iap-immunize-india-record-over-one-million-registrations-2775356/


 

These lapses are responsible for increased rates of child morbidity and mortality in India which can definitely be avoided, Jog 

added. 

Prompted by distressed parents’ dilemma of delayed or missed immunisation for their children, the Immunize India Charity 

conceived the vaccine reminder programme and partnered with IAP to launch ‘IAP Immunize India’ in March 2014. 

IAP Immunize India is a free SMS-based vaccination reminder service which is nationally available across all mobile networks in 

India. 

The Maharashtra Telecom Circle (including Pune and Goa but excluding Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Kalyan) recorded 1,18,301 

registrations at IAP Immunize India. 

Dr Ranjan Kumar Pejaver, Founder and Principal Trustee, Immunize India Charity, said, “As of March 31, 2016, the IAP Immunize 

India has received more than a million registrations (10,06,000) across India which has contributed greatly to increased 

compliance.” 

“An additional 3,00,000 vaccinations are happening which would have normally been missed,” Pejaver said, adding that, now, the 

University of Kentucky, USA has approached them to implement a pilot programme on this issue. 
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Indian Academy of Pediatrics hits world record with 1 million 
registrations on Immunize IAP 
0 

Mumbai: Indian Academy Of Pediatrics, (IAP) has achieved major milestone with 

its 2014 launched IAP Immunize Program. With over 1 million registrations, IAP 

Immunize India becomes the World’s Largest and most Successful Vaccine 

Reminder Program. 

Prompted by distressed parents’ dilemma of delayed or missed immunization for 

their children, Immunize India Charity conceived the Vaccine reminder program 

and partnered with IAP to launch ‘IAP Immunize India’ in March 2014. IAP-

Immunize India is a free-of-cost SMS based vaccination reminder service which is nationally available across all mobile networks in 

India. Since almost every adult in urban and rural areas have mobile phones, the SMS reminder service is the most cost effective 

reminder method that a vaccination is due. 

Highlighting the success of IAP Immunize India, Dr Ranjan Kumar Pejaver, Founder & Principal Trustee, Immunize India Charity said, 

“Vaccination reminder services have been effective in several countries in increasing immunization compliance by 20%. As of 31st 

March 2016, IAP Immunize India has received more than 1 million registrations (100,05,000) across India which has contributed 

greatly to increased compliance. An additional 300,000 vaccinations are happening which would have normally been missed. Our 

program won several notable national and global awards, recognitions and requests. The Indian Government also has come forward 

to register and utilize this alert service at their Institutions. The University of Kentucky, USA approached us to implement a pilot 

program. Observing a 48% increase in immunization compliance, they now want to extend to Kentucky State with a grant from 

American Academy of Pediatrics.” 

India’s Immunization coverage compared to its developed neighbors is very low. Annually, vaccine preventable diseases account for 

over 1.5 million deaths and about 1 million disabilities in children below 5 years in India. It is important to administer vaccinations 

for the top life-threatening vaccine preventable diseases in India such as Pneumonia, diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, rotavirus, 

polio,tuberculosis, measles and hepatitis B. 

http://medicaldialogues.in/indian-academy-of-pediatrics-hits-world-record-with-1-million-registrations-on-immunize-iap/
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Commenting on the concerns of low Immunization rate in India, Dr. Pramod Jog, National IAP President said, “In India, the 

percentage of children between 12–23 months of age who received all recommended vaccines on time is just 51.6%. A major reason 

is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar and often forget to vaccinate the child on time in a disciplined manner. This 

default is observed in both urban and rural areas. 14% of infants who come in contact with immunization services to receive 

their BCG Vaccine do not receive their measles vaccine scheduled at 9 months. Many children below 5 years do not receive regular 

pneumococcal vaccines. These lapses are responsible morbidity and mortality in India which can definitely be avoided.” 

‘IAP Immunize India’ messaging costs are supported by its telecom partner Vodafone and its field promotion is supported by 

an education grant from Pfizer. 
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IAF launches SMS alert system for child vaccinations 
Friday, April 29, 2016 

The Indian Academy of Paediatrics (IAP) organisation,  along with medical professionals 
and paediatricians, has launched its SMS alert services in order to remind parents to 
vaccinate their children on a particular date. The SMS alert will be sent for free on 
cellphones, this is a nationwide alert service that was introduced on Thursday. 
 
The IAP has free vaccination reminder service that will cover a child from birth till 12 
years of age. To avail the service, parents have to first register themselves with a IAP 
database by sending an SMS to 566778 conveying the baby’s name and date of birth. 
They will receive an immediate confirmation and text messages for 12 years. There will 
be three reminders at two day intervals for each vaccination due. 
 
Till now only 51.6% of Indian children below 2 years receives timely recommended 
vaccinations across the country. Annually, vaccine preventable diseases account for 
over 1.5 million deaths and about 1 million disabilities in children below 5 years in 
India. It is important to administer vaccinations for the top life-threatening vaccine 
preventable diseases in India such as Pneumonia, diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, rota-
virus, polio, tuberculosis, measles and hepatitis B. 
 
While interacting with ADC, Dr. Pramod Jog, National IAP President said, “In India, the 
percentage of children between 12–23 months of age who receive all the 
recommended vaccines on time is  very low. A major reason is that parents do not 
maintain a vaccination calendar and often forget to vaccinate the child on time in a 
disciplined manner. This default is observed in both urban and rural areas. 14% of 
infants who come in contact with immunization services to receive their BCG Vaccine 
do not receive their measles vaccine scheduled at 9 months. Many children below 5 
years of age do not receive regular pneumococcal vaccines.” 
 
Dr. Uday Pai, Consultant Paediatrician said, “No child should be denied the right to 
immunization for unfair reasons, including economic or social causes. The city 
(Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Kalyan) recorded 1,12,000 registrations which means that 
an estimated 35,000 additional vaccinations are happening that would have otherwise 
been missed.” 
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IAP IMMUNIZE INDIA BECOMES THE WORLD’S LARGEST 

AND MOST SUCCESSFUL VACCINE REMINDER PROGRAM – 

APRIL 28, 2016 RAJENDRA GANOTRA 

IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s Largest and most Successful Vaccine Reminder Program 

-Records more than 1 Million registrations increasing India’s immunization coverage 

-Only 51.6% of Indian children below 2 years receive timely recommended vaccines 

  

Pune, April 28, 2016: On account of World Immunization Week (April 24-30), Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize 

India Charity came together to discuss challenges and solutions to‘Close the Immunization Gap’ in accordance with the 2016 

WHO Theme. They also highlighted milestones achieved by their joint program ‘IAP-Immunize India’ making it the largest national 

healthcare initiative of its kind to increase Immunization adherence and coverage across the country. 

India’s Immunization coverage compared to its developed neighbors is very low. Annually, vaccine preventable diseases account 

for over 1.5 million deaths and about 1 million disabilities in children below 5 years in India. It is important to administer 

vaccinations for the top life-threatening vaccine preventable diseases in India such as Pneumonia, diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, 

rotavirus, polio, tuberculosis, measles and hepatitis B. 

Commenting on the concerns of low Immunization rate in India, Dr. Pramod Jog, National IAP President and Consultant 

Pediatrician, Dr Pramod Jog Childrens Clinic, Pune said, “In India, the percentage of children between 12–23 months of age who 

received all recommended vaccines on time is just 51.6%. A major reason is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar 

and often forget to vaccinate the child on time in a disciplined manner. This default is observed in both urban and rural areas. 14% 

of infants who come in contact with immunization services to receive their BCG Vaccine do not receive their measles 

vaccinescheduled at 9 months. Many children below 5 years do not receive regular pneumococcal vaccines. These lapses are 

responsible for increased rates of child morbidity and mortality in India which can definitely be avoided.” 

Prompted by distressed parents’ dilemma of delayed or missed immunization for their children, Immunize India Charity conceived 

the Vaccine reminder program and partnered with IAP to launch ‘IAP Immunize India’ in March 2014. IAP-Immunize India is a 

http://spicystarsmumbai.com/iap-immunize-india-becomes-the-worlds-largest-and-most-successful-vaccine-reminder-program.html
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free-of-cost SMS based vaccination reminder service which is nationally available across all mobile networks in India. Since almost 

every adult in urban and rural areas have mobile phones, the SMS reminder service is the most cost effective reminder method 

that a vaccination is due. 

To this, Dr. Pramod Jog added, “The Maharashtra Telecom Circle (including Pune and Goa but excluding Mumbai, Navi Mumbai 

and Kalyan) recorded 118301 registrations at IAP Immunize India.” 

  

Highlighting the success of IAP Immunize India, Dr Ranjan Kumar Pejaver, Founder & Principal Trustee, Immunize India 

Charity said, “Vaccination reminder services have been effective in several countries in increasing immunization compliance by 

20%. As of 31st March 2016, IAP Immunize India has received more than 1 million registrations (1,006,000) across India which 

has contributed greatly to increased compliance. An additional 300,000 vaccinations are happening which would have normally 

been missed. Our program won several notable national and global awards, recognitions and requests. The Indian Government 

also has come forward to register and utilize this alert service at their Institutions. The University of Kentucky, USA approached us 

to implement a pilot program. Observing a 48% increase in immunization compliance, they now want to extend to Kentucky State 

with a grant from American Academy of Pediatrics.” 

The IAP Immunize India campaign aims to Increase the immunization coverage in India by creating awareness of its program using 

media and seeking co-operation from allied organizations such as obstetric, midwifery, nursing and other medical associations. 

Software upgrades, development of Apps and Audio Visuals is another goal for us to enable multi-lingual SMSs and better access 

to our program. Immunize India Charity is also keen to provide the expertise needed to implement the program in interested 

countries wishing to improve immunization coverage. 

IAP Immunize India messaging costs are supported by its telecom partner Vodafone and its field promotion is supported by an 

education grant from Pfizer. 
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Now, SMS alerts to remind parents to vaccinate kids 
MUMBAI, Apr 29, 2016 

With a view to achieving full immunization across the country, the Indian Academy of Paediatrics (IAP) has launched SMS alerts to 
remind parents to vaccinate their children on particular dates. Designed at the national level, SMS alerts will be sent for free 
without any registration charges. 
 

Messages will be sent to parents till their children reach 12 years. To avail the service, parents have to first register themselves 

with IAP database by sending an SMS to 566778, conveying the baby’s name and date of birth. They will receive an immediate 

confirmation text message. Three reminders will be sent on the registered number two days before the due date of vaccination. 

To commemorate World Immunization Week (April 24-30), IAP organized a programme titled “Close the Immunization Gap” in 

Mumbai on Thursday. Speaking at the programme, medical experts said that only 51.6 per cent of Indian children below two years 

of age receive timely recommended vaccinations across the country. Further, over 1.5 million deaths are recorded annually, which 

can be stopped through proper vaccination. 

 

Dr Pramod Jog, National IAP President, said, “In India, the percentage of children between 12 and 23 months of age who receive 

all recommended vaccines on time is very low. A major reason is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar and often 

forget to vaccinate their children on time in a disciplined manner. This default is observed in both urban and rural areas.” 

Dr Uday Pai, Consultant Paediatrician, said, “No child should be denied the right to immunization for unfair reasons, including 

economic or social causes.” 
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IAP and Immunize India Charity highlight milestones of IAP 

Immunize India, a vaccination reminder service 

MUMBAI, April 28, 2016 

It records more than one million registrations increasing India’s immunisation coverage 

Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize India Charity came together to discuss challenges and solutions to ‘Close the 

Immunization Gap’ in accordance with the 2016 WHO Theme. They also highlighted milestones achieved by their joint programme 

‘IAP-Immunize India’, a free-of-cost SMS based vaccination reminder service which is nationally available across all mobile 

networks in India. 

Prompted by distressed parents’ dilemma of delayed or missed immunisation for their children, Immunize India Charity conceived 

the vaccine reminder programme and partnered with IAP to launch ‘IAP Immunize India’ in March 2014. 

Commenting on the concerns of low immunisation rate in India, Dr Pramod Jog, National IAP President said, “In India, the 

percentage of children between 12–23 months of age who received all recommended vaccines on time is just 51.6 per cent. A 

major reason is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar and often forget to vaccinate the child on time in a disciplined 

manner. This default is observed in both urban and rural areas. 14 per cent of infants who come in contact with immunisation 

services to receive their BCG Vaccine do not receive their measles vaccine scheduled at nine months. Many children below five 

years do not receive regular pneumococcal vaccines. These lapses are responsible for increased rates of child morbidity and 

mortality in India which can definitely be avoided.” 

Dr Uday Pai, Past IAP Mumbai President and Consultant Pediatrician, AANGAN, Chembur, Mumbai said, “Immunisation is one of 

the most successful and cost effective means to help children grow into healthy adults. No child should be denied the right to 

immunization for unfair reasons, including economic or social causes. In Mumbai, IAP Immunize India has increased immunization 

coverage and reduced vaccine preventable deaths among children below five years. The city (Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Kalyan) 

recorded 1,12,000 registrations which means that an estimated 35,000 additional vaccinations are happening that would have 

otherwise been missed.” 

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/healthcare/happening-now/iap-and-immunize-india-charity-highlight-milestones-of-iap-immunize-india-a-vaccination-reminder-service/244840/
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Highlighting the success of IAP Immunize India, Dr Ranjan Kumar Pejaver, Founder & Principal Trustee, Immunize India Charity 

said, “Vaccination reminder services have been effective in several countries in increasing immunisation compliance by 20 per 

cent. As of March 31, 2016, IAP Immunize India has received more than 1 million registrations (100,05,000) across India which has 

contributed greatly to increased compliance. An additional 300,000 vaccinations are happening which would have normally been 

missed. Our program won several notable national and global awards, recognitions and requests. The Indian Government also has 

come forward to register and utilize this alert service at their Institutions. The University of Kentucky, US approached us to 

implement a pilot programme. Observing a 48 per cent increase in immunisation compliance, they now want to extend to 

Kentucky State with a grant from American Academy of Pediatrics.” 

The IAP Immunize India campaign aims to increase the immunisation coverage in India by creating awareness of its programme 

using media and seeking co-operation from allied organisations such as obstetric, midwifery, nursing and other medical 

associations. Immunize India Charity is also keen to provide the expertise needed to implement the program in interested 

countries wishing to improve immunisation coverage. 

‘IAP Immunize India’ messaging costs are supported by its telecom partner Vodafone and its field promotion is supported by an 

education grant from Pfizer. 
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World’s single largest vaccine alert programme gets one million 

registrations in India 

MUMBAI, Friday, April 29, 2016, 08:00 Hrs  [IST] 
In accordance with the 2016 WHO theme of ‘close the immunisation gap for vaccine preventable diseases in children’, IAP 
Immunize India Vaccine reminder programme has received more than 1 million registrations across India making it the largest 
national healthcare initiative of its kind to increase immunisation compliance. It also makes it the world’s single largest vaccine 
alert programme. 
 
The programme is aimed at protecting children from vaccine preventable diseases in India like pneumonia, diarrhea, diphtheria, 
pertussis, tuberculosis, measles and tetanus. Parents can register their child by sending an SMS to the national short code 566778 
with the child’s name and date of birth. Text message reminders based on IAPCOI prescribed immunisation schedules will be sent 
to the phone for 12 years.  
 
Conceived by Immunize India Charity in March 2014, the vaccine reminder programme ‘IAP Immunize India’ launched in 
partnership with Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) is a free-of-cost SMS based vaccination reminder service nationally available 
across all mobile networks in India. ‘IAP Immunize India’ messaging costs are supported by its telecom partner Vodafone and its 
field promotion is supported by an education grant from Pfizer.  
 
The Union health ministry is also reviewing the programme for further scale up to be expanded to all the healthcare institutions 
across the country.  
 
According to experts associated with the development, prompted by distressed parents dilemma of delayed or missed 
immunization for their children, IAP Immunize India has increased immunisation coverage and reduced vaccine preventable 
deaths among children below 5 years in Mumbai alone. Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Kalyan recorded 1,12,000 registrations which 
means that an estimated 35,000 additional vaccinations would otherwise have been missed.  
 
Highlighting the success of IAP Immunize India, Dr Ranjan Kumar Pejaver, principal trustee, Immunize India Charity said, 
“Vaccination reminder services have been effective in several countries in increasing immunisation compliance by 20 per cent. It 
is a simple, free SMS service which needs only mobile phone with network. It has access across India on all networks equipped 
with clear, concise SMS messages through a software based auto-SMS system which follows IAP immunisation schedule. The 
system is modifiable to new schedules and subscriber has the liberty to join or leave it anytime. It provides 3 reminders in a week 
when the vaccine is due and continues giving vaccination reminders for 12 years.” 
 
The University of Kentucky, USA had in the past approached IAP to implement a pilot programme seeing its success in India. 
Observing a 48 per cent increase in immunisation compliance, the university want it to be extended to Kentucky State with a 
grant from American Academy of Pediatrics. There is interest and enquiries from organisations to license the product and 
replicate the model in Brazil, Indonesia, Bangladesh and Kenya. 

http://www.pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=94880&sid=1


 

 
On account of World Immunisation Week (April 24 to 30), IAP and Immunize India Charity have joined hands to discuss challenges 
and solutions to close the immunisation gap in accordance with the 2016 WHO theme. They also highlighted milestones achieved 
by their joint programme ‘IAP-Immunize India’. 
 
India’s Immunisation coverage compared to its developed neighbors is very low. Annually, vaccine preventable diseases account 
for over 1.5 million deaths and about 1 million disabilities in children below 5 years in India. It is important to administer 
vaccinations for the top life-threatening vaccine preventable diseases in India such as pneumonia, diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, 
rotavirus, polio, tuberculosis, measles and hepatitis B. 
 
Talking about the concerns of low Immunisation rate in India, Dr. Pramod Jog, national IAP president said, “In India, the 
percentage of children between 12 to 23 months of age who received all recommended vaccines on time is just 51.6 per cent. A 
major reason is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar and often forget to vaccinate the child on time in a 
disciplined manner. This default is observed in both urban and rural areas. 14 per cent of infants who come in contact with 
immunisation services to receive their BCG vaccine do not receive their measles vaccine scheduled at 9 months.” 
 
Many children below 5 years do not receive regular pneumococcal vaccines. These lapses are responsible for increased rates of 
child morbidity and mortality in India which can definitely be avoided. 
 
Dr Uday Pai, consultant pediatrician, AANGAN, Chembur, Mumbai said, “Immunisation is one of the most successful and cost 
effective means to help children grow into healthy adults. No child should be denied the right to immunisation for unfair reasons, 
including economic or social causes.” 
 
The IAP Immunize India campaign aims to increase the immunisation coverage in India by creating awareness of its programme 
using media and seeking co-operation from allied organisations such as obstetric, midwifery, nursing and other medical 
associations.  Software upgrades, development of apps and audio visuals is another goal to enable multi-lingual SMSs and better 
access to the programme. Immunize India Charity is also focusing to provide the expertise needed to implement the programme 
in interested countries wishing to improve immunisation coverage. 
 
Since almost every adult in urban and rural areas has a mobile phone, the SMS reminder service is the most cost effective 
reminder method that a vaccination is due.  
  

 

  



 

Website: Instant Publish, Mumbai Headline: World’s largest & most successful 
Vaccine Reminder Program Is IAP Immunize 
India 

Date: April 28, 2016 Doctor: Dr. Pramod Jog, Dr. Ranjan Pejaver and 
Dr. Uday Pai 

Link: http://instantpublish.blogspot.in/2016/04/worlds-largest-most-successful-vaccine.html  

 

World’s largest & most successful Vaccine Reminder 

Program Is IAP Immunize India 
-Records more than 1 Million registrations increasing India’s immunization coverage 

-Only 51.6% of Indian children below 2 years receive timely recommended vaccines 

Mumbai, 2016 Ap XXVIII: On account of World Immunization Week (April 24-30), Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) andImmunize 
India Charity came together to discuss challenges and solutions to ‘Close the Immunization Gap’ in accordance with the 2016 WHO 
Theme. They also highlighted milestones achieved by their joint program ‘IAP-Immunize India’ making it the largest national 
healthcare initiative of its kind toincrease Immunization adherence and coverage across the country.  
 
India’s Immunization coverage compared to its developed neighbors is very low. Annually, vaccine preventable diseases account for 
over 1.5 million deaths and about 1 million disabilities in children below 5 years in India.It is important to administer vaccinations 
for the top life-threatening vaccine preventable diseases in India such as Pneumonia, diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, rotavirus, polio, 
tuberculosis, measles and hepatitis B. 
 

 ‘IAP Immunize India’ was launched in March 2014. IAP-Immunize Indiais a free-of-cost SMS based 
vaccination reminder service which is nationally available across all mobile networks in India. Since 
almost every adult in urban and rural areas have mobile phones, the SMS reminder service is the most 
cost effective reminder method that a vaccination is due. Commenting on the concerns of low 
Immunization rate in India,Dr. Pramod Jog, National IAP Presidentsaid, “In India, the percentage of 
children between 12–23 months of age who received all recommended vaccines on time is just 51.6%. A 
major reason is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar and often forget to vaccinate the 
child on time in a disciplined manner.This default is observed in both urban and rural areas.14% of infants 
who come in contact with immunization services to receive their BCG Vaccine do not receive their measles 
vaccine scheduled at 9 months. Many children below 5 years do not receive regular pneumococcal 
vaccines. These lapses are responsible forincreased rates of child morbidity and mortality in India which 
candefinitely be avoided.” 
 
Dr. Uday Pai, Past IAP Mumbai President and Consultant Pediatrician, AANGAN, Chembur, 
Mumbai said, “Immunization is one of the most successful and cost effective means to help children grow 
into healthy adults. No child should be denied the right to immunization for unfair reasons, including 
economic or social causes. In Mumbai, IAP Immunize India has increased immunization coverage and 
reduced vaccine preventable deaths among children below 5 years. The city (Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and 
Kalyan) recorded1,12,000 registrations which means that an estimated 35,000additional vaccinations 
are happening that would have otherwise been missed.” 

 

Highlighting the success of IAP Immunize India, Dr Ranjan Kumar Pejaver, Founder & Principal Trustee, Immunize India Charity said, 
“Vaccination reminder services have been effective in several countries in increasing immunization compliance by 20%. As of 31st 
March 2016, IAP Immunize India has received more than 1 million registrations (100,05,000) across India which has contributed 
greatly to increased compliance. An additional 300,000 vaccinations are happening which would have normally been missed. Our 
program won several notable national and global awards, recognitions and requests. The Indian Government also has come forward 
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to register and utilize this alert service at their Institutions.The University of Kentucky, USA approached us to implement a pilot 
program. Observing a 48% increase in immunization compliance, they now want to extend to Kentucky State with a grant from 
American Academy of Pediatrics.”  
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IAP-Immunize India becomes largest SMS-based vaccination 

reminder service 

MUMBAI, April 28, 2016 

The Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize India Charity came together to 

discuss challenges and solutions to ‘Close the Immunization Gap’ in line with the 2016 

WHO theme on account of the World Immunization Week (April 24 to 30). They also 

highlighted achievements of their joint programme ‘IAP-Immunizeindia’, which has 

emerged the largest national healthcare initiative of its kind to increase immunisation 

adherence and coverage across the country. Even the Indian Government has come forward to register and utilise this alert service 

at its institutions 

In March 2014, Immunize India Charity partnered with IAP to launch ‘IAP-Immunizeindia’, which is a free-of-cost SMS-based 

vaccination reminder service available across all mobile networks in India. The SMS reminder service is the most cost-effective 

reminder method due to the high usage of mobile phones among Indians. 

This service has been effective in several countries in increasing immunisation compliance by 20%. As of 31st March 2016, IAP-

Immunizeindia has received more than 1 million registrations across India. Moreover, an additional 300,000 vaccinations are being 

conducted that would have normally been missed. It is important to 

administer vaccinations for the top life-threatening vaccine-preventable 

diseases due to India’s low immunisation coverage, as well as over 1.5 

million deaths and about 1 million disabilities in children below 5 years due 

to these diseases annually. 

Overall, just 51.6% of children between 12 and 23 months of age have 

received all recommended vaccines on time in India. This is primarily due 

to non-maintenance of a vaccination calendar by parents and an 

undisciplined manner of vaccinating children in both urban and rural 

areas.  This and other lapses are responsible for increased rates of 

avoidable child morbidity and mortality in India. 

http://ehealth.eletsonline.com/2016/04/iap-immunizeindia-emerges-the-largest-sms-based-vaccination-reminder-service-programme/
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The campaign aims to increase the immunisation coverage in India by creating awareness of its programme through media and 

seeking cooperation from allied organisations. Software upgrades, development of apps and audio visuals are other goals to enable 

multilingual SMSs and better access. 
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IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s Largest 

and most Successful Vaccine Reminder Program 
On account of World Immunization Week (April 24-30), Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize India Charity came 
together to discuss challenges and solutions to ‘Close the Immunization Gap’ in accordance with the 2016 WHO Theme. They also 
highlighted milestones achieved by their joint program ‘IAP-Immunize India’ making it the largest national healthcare initiative of 
its kind to increase Immunization adherence and coverage across the country. 
 
India’s Immunization coverage compared to its developed neighbors is very low. Annually, vaccine preventable diseases account 
for over 1.5 million deaths and about 1 million disabilities in children below 5 years in India. It is important to administer 
vaccinations for the top life-threatening vaccine preventable diseases in India such as Pneumonia, diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, 
rotavirus, polio, tuberculosis, measles and hepatitis B. 
 

Commenting on the concerns of low Immunization rate in India, Dr. Pramod Jog, 
National IAP President said, “In India, the percentage of children between 12–23 
months of age who received all recommended vaccines on time is just 51.6%. A 
major reason is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar and often 
forget to vaccinate the child on time in a disciplined manner. This default is 
observed in both urban and rural areas. 14% of infants who come in contact with 
immunization services to receive their BCG Vaccine do not receive their measles 
vaccine scheduled at 9 months.  Many children below 5 years do not receive 
regular pneumococcal vaccines. These lapses are responsible for increased rates of 
child morbidity and mortality in India which can definitely be avoided.” 
 
Prompted by distressed parents’ dilemma of delayed or missed immunization for 

their children, Immunize India Charity conceived the Vaccine reminder program and partnered with IAP to launch ‘IAP Immunize 
India’ in March 2014. IAP-Immunize India is a free-of-cost SMS based vaccination reminder service which is nationally available 
across all mobile networks in India. Since almost every adult in urban and rural areas have mobile phones, the SMS reminder 
service is the most cost effective reminder method that a vaccination is due. 
 
Dr. Uday Pai, Past IAP Mumbai President and Consultant Pediatrician, AANGAN, Chembur, Mumbai said, “Immunization is one of 
the most successful and cost effective means to help children grow into healthy adults. No child should be denied the right to 
immunization for unfair reasons, including economic or social causes. In Mumbai, IAP Immunize India has increased immunization 
coverage and reduced vaccine preventable deaths among children below 5 years. The city (Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Kalyan) 
recorded 1, 12,000registrations which means that an estimated 35,000 additional vaccinations are happening that would have 
otherwise been missed.” 
Highlighting the success of IAP Immunize India, Dr Ranjan Kumar Pejaver, Founder & Principal Trustee, Immunize India 
Charity said, “Vaccination reminder services have been effective in several countries in increasing immunization compliance by 
20%. As of 31st March 2016, IAP Immunize India has received more than 1 million registrations (100,05,000) across India which 
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has contributed greatly toincreased compliance. An additional 300,000 vaccinations are happening which would have normally 
been missed. Our program won several notable national and global awards, recognitions and requests. The Indian Government 
also has come forward to register and utilize this alert service at their Institutions. The University of Kentucky, USA approached us 
to implement a pilot program. Observing a 48% increase in immunization compliance, they now want to extend to Kentucky State 
with a grant from American Academy of Pediatrics.” 
 
Commenting on the concerns of low Immunization rate in India, Dr. Pramod Jog, National IAP President said, “In India, the 
percentage of children between 12–23 months of age who received all recommended vaccines on time is just 51.6%. A major 
reason is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar and often forget to vaccinate the child on time in a disciplined 
manner. This default is observed in both urban and rural areas. 14% of infants who come in contact with immunization services to 
receive their BCG Vaccine do not receive their measles vaccine scheduled at 9 months.  Many children below 5 years do not 
receive regular pneumococcal vaccines. These lapses are responsible for increased rates of child morbidity and mortality in India 
which can definitely be avoided.” 
The IAP Immunize India campaign aims to Increase the immunization coverage in India by creating awareness of its program using 
media and seeking co-operation from allied organizations such as obstetric, midwifery, nursing and other medical associations. 
Software upgrades, development of Apps and Audio Visuals is another goal for us to enable multi-lingual SMSs and better access 
to our program. Immunize India Charity is also keen to provide the expertise needed to implement the program in interested 
countries wishing to improve immunization coverage. ‘IAP Immunize India’ messaging costs are supported by its telecom partner 
Vodafone and its field promotion is supported by an education grant from Pfizer. 
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IAP IMMUNIZE INDIA BECOMES THE WORLD’S LARGEST 

AND MOST SUCCESSFUL VACCINE REMINDER PROGRAM 

IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s Largest and most Successful Vaccine Reminder Prog 

On account of World Immunization Week (April 24-30), Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize India Charity came 

together to discuss challenges and solutions to [...] Read… 
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IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s Largest and most 

Successful Vaccine Reminder Program 

April 28, 2016 

On account of World Immunization Week (April 24-30), Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) andImmunize India Charity came 

together to discuss challenges and solutions to ‘Close the Immunization Gap’ in accordance with the 2016 WHO Theme. They also 

highlighted milestones achieved by their joint program ‘IAP-Immunize India’ making it the largest national healthcare initiativeof 

its kind to increase Immunization adherence and coverage across the country. 

India’s Immunization coverage compared to its developed neighbors is very low. Annually, vaccine preventable diseases account 

for over 1.5 million deaths and about 1 million disabilities in children below 5 years in India. It is important to administer 

vaccinations for the top life-threatening vaccine preventable diseases in India such as Pneumonia, diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, 

rotavirus, polio, tuberculosis, measles and hepatitis B. 

Commenting on the concerns of low Immunization rate in India, Dr. Pramod Jog, National IAP President and Consultant 

Pediatrician, Dr Pramod Jog Childrens Clinic, Pune said, “In India, the percentage of children between 12–23 months of age who 

received all recommended vaccines on time is just 51.6%. A major reason is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar 

and often forget to vaccinate the child on time in a disciplined manner. This default is observed in both urban and rural areas. 14% 

of infants who come in contact with immunization services to receive their BCG Vaccine do not receive their measles 

vaccinescheduled at 9 months. Many children below 5 years do not receive regular pneumococcal vaccines. These lapses are 

responsible for increased rates of child morbidity and mortality in India which can definitely be avoided.” 

Prompted by distressed parents’ dilemma of delayed or missed immunization for their children, Immunize India Charity conceived 

the Vaccine reminder program and partnered with IAP to launch ‘IAP Immunize India’ in March 2014. IAP-Immunize India is a 

free-of-cost SMS based vaccination reminder servicewhich is nationally available across all mobile networks in India. Since almost 

every adult in urban and rural areas have mobile phones, the SMS reminder service is the most cost effective reminder method 

that a vaccination is due. 

http://newssuperfast.com/2016/04/28/iap-immunize-india-becomes-the-worlds-largest-and-most-successful-vaccine-reminder-program/?utm_source=rss#038;utm_medium=rss
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To this, Dr. Pramod Jog added, “The Maharashtra Telecom Circle (including Pune and Goa but excluding Mumbai, Navi Mumbai 

and Kalyan) recorded 118301 registrations at IAP Immunize India.” 

  

Highlighting the success of IAP Immunize India, Dr Ranjan Kumar Pejaver, Founder & Principal Trustee, Immunize India 

Charity said, “Vaccination reminder services have been effective in several countries in increasing immunization compliance by 

20%. As of 31st March 2016, IAP Immunize India has received more than 1 million registrations (1,006,000) across India which 

has contributed greatly to increased compliance. An additional 300,000 vaccinations are happening which would have normally 

been missed. Our program won several notable national and global awards, recognitions and requests. The Indian Government 

also has come forward to register and utilize this alert service at their Institutions. The University of Kentucky, USA approached us 

to implement a pilot program. Observing a 48% increase in immunization compliance, they now want to extend to Kentucky State 

with a grant from American Academy of Pediatrics.” 

The IAP Immunize India campaign aims to Increase the immunization coverage in India by creating awareness of its program using 

media and seeking co-operation from allied organizations such as obstetric, midwifery, nursing and other medical associations. 

Software upgrades, development of Apps and Audio Visuals is another goal for us to enable multi-lingual SMSs and better access 

to our program. Immunize India Charity is also keen to provide the expertise needed to implement the program in interested 

countries wishing to improve immunization coverage. 

IAP Immunize India messaging costs are supported by its telecom partner Vodafone and its field promotion is supported by an 

education grant from Pfizer. 
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IAP and Immunize India Charity highlight milestones of IAP Immunize 

India, a vaccination reminder service 

It records more than one million registrations increasing India’s immunisation coverage  

Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize India Charity came together to discuss challenges and solutions to ‘Close the 

Immunization Gap’ in accordance with the 2016 WHO Theme. They also highlighted milestones achieved by their joint 

programme ‘IAP-Immunize India’, a free-of-cost SMS based vaccination reminder service which is nationally available across all 

mobile networks in India. 

Prompted by distressed parents’ dilemma of delayed or missed immunisation for their children, Immunize India Charity 

conceived the vaccine reminder programme and partnered with IAP to launch ‘IAP Immunize India’ in March 2014.  

Commenting on the concerns of low immunisation rate in India, Dr Pramod Jog, National IAP President said, “In India, the 

percentage of children between 12–23 months of age who received all recommended vaccines on time is just 51.6 per cent. A 

major reason is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar and often forget to vaccinate the child on time in a 

disciplined manner. This default is observed in both urban and rural areas. 14 per cent of infants who come in contact with 

immunisation services to receive their BCG Vaccine do not receive their measles vaccine scheduled at nine months. Many 

children below five years do not receive regular pneumococcal vaccines. These lapses are responsible for increased rates of 

child morbidity and mortality in India which can definitely be avoided.” 

Dr Uday Pai, Past IAP Mumbai President and Consultant Pediatrician, AANGAN, Chembur, Mumbai said, “Immunisation is one 

of the most successful and cost effective means to help children grow into healthy adults. No child should b e denied the right 

to immunization for unfair reasons, including economic or social causes. In Mumbai, IAP Immunize India has increased 

immunization coverage and reduced vaccine preventable deaths among children below five years. The city (Mumbai, Navi 

Mumbai and Kalyan) recorded 1,12,000 registrations which means that an estimated 35,000 additional vaccinations are 

happening that would have otherwise been missed.” 

https://in.news.yahoo.com/iap-immunize-india-charity-highlight-122800571.html


 

Highlighting the success of IAP Immunize India, Dr Ranjan Kumar Pejaver, Founder & Principal Trustee, Immunize India Charity 

said, “Vaccination reminder services have been effective in several countries in increasing immunisation compliance by 20 per  

cent. As of March 31, 2016, IAP Immunize India has received more than 1 million registrations (100 ,05,000) across India which 

has contributed greatly to increased compliance. An additional 300,000 vaccinations are happening which would have normally 

been missed. Our program won several notable national and global awards, recognitions and requests. The Indian Government 

also has come forward to register and utilize this alert service at their Institutions. The University of Kentucky, US approa ched 

us to implement a pilot programme. Observing a 48 per cent increase in immunisation compliance, they now wan t to extend to 

Kentucky State with a grant from American Academy of Pediatrics.” 

The IAP Immunize India campaign aims to increase the immunisation coverage in India by creating awareness of its programme 

using media and seeking co-operation from allied organisations such as obstetric, midwifery, nursing and other medical 

associations. Immunize India Charity is also keen to provide the expertise needed to implement the program in interested 

countries wishing to improve immunisation coverage. 

‘IAP Immunize India’ messaging costs are supported by its telecom partner Vodafone and its field promotion is supported by an 

education grant from Pfizer. 
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IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s Largest and most 

Successful Vaccine Reminder Program 

 

From www.pocketnewsalert.com -April 28, 3:14 PM 

 

On account of World Immunization Week (April 24-30), Indian Academy of 

Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize India Charity came together to discuss challenges and 

solutions to ‘Close the Immunization Gap’ in accordance with the 2016 WHO 

Theme. They also highlighted milestones achieved by their joint program ‘IAP-

Immunize India’ making it the largest national healthcare initiative of its kind to 

increase Immunization adherence and coverage across the country. 
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Pune SMS vaccination reminder: IAP, Immunize India record over 

one million registrations  

 
April 29, 2016 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

They also highlighted milestones achieved by their joint programme 'IAP-Immunize India', making it the largest national healthcare 

initiative of its kind to increase immunisation adherence and coverage across the country. 
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The Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize India Charity, on the occasion of World Immunization Week (April 24-30), 

have come together to discuss challenges and solutions to 'Close the Immunization Gap' in accordance with the 2016 WHO theme. 

They also highlighted milestones achieved by their joint programme 'IAP-Immunize India', making it the largest national healthcare 

initiative of its kind to increase immunisation adherence and coverage across the country. 

India's immunisation coverage compared to its developed neighbours is very low. 
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April 29, 2016 

The Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize India Charity, on the occasion of World Immunization Week (April 24 -30), 

have come together to discuss challenges and solutions to ‘Close the Immunization Gap’ in accordance with the 2016 WHO 

theme.They also highlighted milestones achieved by their joint programme ‘IAP-Immunize India’, making it the largest national 

healthcare initiative of its kind to increase immunisation adherence and coverage across the country.  

India’s immunisation coverage compared to its developed neighbours is very low.Annually, vaccine-preventable diseases 

account for over 1.5 million deaths and about a million disabilities in children below five years in India. Commenting on the 

concerns of low immunisation rate in India, Dr Pramod Jog, National IAP President and Consultant Pediatrician, said, “In India, 

the percentage of children between 12-23 months of age who received all recommended vaccines on time is just 51.6 per 

cent.” A major reason is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar and often forget to vaccinate the child on time in a 

disciplined manner. 

This is observed both in urban and rural areas. Total, 14 per cent infants who come in contact with immunisation services to 

receive their Bacillus Calmette–Guérin (BCG) vaccine do not receive their measles vaccine scheduled at the ninth month. Many 

children below five years do not receive regular pneumococcal vaccines.These lapses are responsible for increased rates of 

child morbidity and mortality in India which can definitely be avoided, Jog added. 

Prompted by distressed parents’ dilemma of delayed or missed immunisation for their children, the Immunize India Charity 

conceived the vaccine reminder programme and partnered with IAP to launch ‘IAP Immunize India’ in March 2014. IAP 

Immunize India is a free SMS-based vaccination reminder service which is nationally available across all mobile networks in 

India. 

The Maharashtra Telecom Circle (including Pune and Goa but excluding Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Kalyan) recorded  1,18,301 

registrations at IAP Immunize India.Dr Ranjan Kumar Pejaver, Founder and Principal Trustee, Immunize India Charity, said, “As  

of March 31, 2016, the IAP Immunize India has received more than a million registrations (10,06,000) across India which has 

contributed greatly to increased compliance.” 

https://in.news.yahoo.com/pune-sms-vaccination-reminder-iap-011900321.html


 

“An additional 3,00,000 vaccinations are happening which would have normally been missed,” Pejaver said, adding that, now, 

the University of Kentucky, USA has approached them to implement a pilot programme on this issue. 
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Pune SMS vaccination reminder: IAP, Immunize India record over 

one million registrations 

April 28, 2016 Reporter News 0 

The Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize India 
Charity, on the occasion of World Immunization Week 
(April 24-30), have come together to discuss challenges 
and solutions to ‘Close the Immunization Gap’ in 
accordance with the 2016 WHO theme. 

They also highlighted milestones achieved by their joint 

programme ‘IAP-Immunize India’, making it the largest 

national healthcare initiative of its kind to increase 

immunisation adherence and coverage across the country. 

India’s immunisation coverage compared to its developed 

neighbours is very low. Annually, vaccine-preventable diseases account for over 1.5 million deaths and about a million disabilities 

in children below five years in India. 

Commenting on the concerns of low immunisation rate in India, Dr Pramod Jog, National IAP President and Consultant 

Pediatrician, said, “In India, the percentage of children between 12-23 months of age who received all recommended vaccines on 

time is just 51.6 per cent.” 

A major reason is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar and often forget to vaccinate the child on time in a 

disciplined manner. 

This is observed both in urban and rural areas. Total, 14 per cent infants who come in contact with immunisation services to 

receive their Bacillus Calmette–Guérin (BCG) vaccine do not receive their measles vaccine scheduled at the ninth month. Many 

children below five years do not receive regular pneumococcal vaccines. These lapses are responsible for increased rates of child 

morbidity and mortality in India which can definitely be avoided, Jog added. 
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Prompted by distressed parents’ dilemma of delayed or missed immunisation for their children, the Immunize India Charity 

conceived the vaccine reminder programme and partnered with IAP to launch ‘IAP Immunize India’ in March 2014. 

IAP Immunize India is a free SMS-based vaccination reminder service which is nationally available across all mobile networks in 

India. The Maharashtra Telecom Circle (including Pune and Goa but excluding Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Kalyan) recorded 

1,18,301 registrations at IAP Immunize India. 

Dr Ranjan Kumar Pejaver, Founder and Principal Trustee, Immunize India Charity, said, “As of March 31, 2016, the IAP Immunize 

India has received more than a million registrations (10,06,000) across India which has contributed greatly to increased 

compliance.” 

“An additional 3,00,000 vaccinations are happening which would have normally been missed,” Pejaver said, adding that, now, the 

University of Kentucky, USA has approached them to implement a pilot programme on this issue. 
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Pune SMS Vaccination Reminder: IAP, Immunize 

India Record Over One Million Registrations 
 

29 April 2016 08:16 

 

The Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize India Charity, on the occasion of World Immunization Week (April 24-30), 

have come together to discuss challenges and solutions to ‘Close the Immunization Gap’ in accordance with the 2016 WHO theme. 

India’s immunisation coverage compared to its developed neighbors is very low. 
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IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s Largest and most 

Successful Vaccine Reminder Program 

- Records more than 1 Million registrations increasing India’s immunization coverage  

- Only 51.6% of Indian children below 2 years receive timely recommended vaccines  

Mumbai, April 28, 2016: On account of World Immunization Week (April 

24-30), Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize India Charity 

came together to discuss challenges and solutions to ‘Close the 

Immunization Gap’ in accordance with the 2016 WHO Theme. They also 

highlighted milestones achieved by their joint program ‘IAP-Immunize 

India’ making it the largest national healthcare initiative of its kind to 

increase Immunization adherence and coverage across the country.  

 

India’s Immunization coverage compared to its developed neighbors is 

very low. Annually, vaccine preventable diseases account for over 1.5 

million deaths and about 1 million disabilities in children below 5 years 

in India. It is important to administer vaccinations for the top life-

threatening vaccine preventable diseases in India such as Pneumonia, 

diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, rotavirus, polio, tuberculosis, measles and 

hepatitis B. 

 

Commenting on the concerns of low Immunization rate in India, Dr. 

Pramod Jog, National IAP President said, “In India, the percentage of 

children between 12–23 months of age who received all recommended 

vaccines on time is just 51.6%. A major reason is that parents do not 

maintain a vaccination calendar and often forget to vaccinate the child 

on time in a disciplined manner. This default is observed in both urban 

and rural areas. 14% of infants who come in contact with immunization 

services to receive their BCG Vaccine do not receive their measles vaccine scheduled at 9 months.  Many children below 5 years do 

not receive regular pneumococcal vaccines. These lapses are responsible for increased rates of child morbidity and mortality in India 

which can definitely be avoided.” 
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Prompted by distressed parents’ dilemma of delayed or missed immunization for their children, Immunize India Charity conceived 

the Vaccine reminder program and partnered with IAP to launch ‘IAP Immunize India’ in March 2014. IAP-Immunize India is a free-

of-cost SMS based vaccination reminder service which is nationally 

available across all mobile networks in India. Since almost every adult in 

urban and rural areas have mobile phones, the SMS reminder service is 

the most cost effective reminder method that a vaccination is due. 

Dr. Uday Pai, Past IAP Mumbai President and Consultant Pediatrician, 

AANGAN, Chembur, Mumbai said, “Immunization is one of the most 

successful and cost effective means to help children grow into healthy 

adults. No child should be denied the right to immunization for unfair 

reasons, including economic or social causes. In Mumbai, IAP Immunize 

India has increased immunization coverage and reduced vaccine 

preventable deaths among children below 5 years. The city (Mumbai, 

Navi Mumbai and Kalyan) recorded 1,12,000 registrations which means 

that an estimated 35,000 additional vaccinations are happening that 

would have otherwise been missed.” 

Highlighting the success of IAP Immunize India, Dr Ranjan Kumar Pejaver, Founder & Principal Trustee, Immunize India Charity 

said, “Vaccination reminder services have been effective in several countries in increasing immunization compliance by 20%. As of 

31st March 2016, IAP Immunize India has received more than 1 million registrations (100,05,000) across India which has contributed 

greatly to increased compliance. An additional 300,000 vaccinations are happening which would have normally been missed. Our 

program won several notable national and global awards, recognitions and requests. The Indian Government also has come forward 

to register and utilize this alert service at their Institutions. The University of Kentucky, USA approached us to implement a pilot 

program. Observing a 48% increase in immunization compliance, they now want to extend to Kentucky State with a grant from 

American Academy of Pediatrics.”  

The IAP Immunize India campaign aims to Increase the immunization coverage in India by creating awareness of its program using 

media and seeking co-operation from allied organizations such as obstetric, midwifery, nursing and other medical associations. 

Software upgrades, development of Apps and Audio Visuals is another goal for us to enable multi-lingual SMSs and better access to 

our program. Immunize India Charity is also keen to provide the expertise needed to implement the program in interested countries 

wishing to improve immunization coverage. 

‘IAP Immunize India’ messaging costs are supported by its telecom partner Vodafone and its field promotion is supported by an 

education grant from Pfizer 

Features of IAP Immunize India 

 Simple, Free SMS Service 

 Needs only Mobile phone with network 

 Access across India on all networks 

 Clear, concise SMS messages  

 Software based auto-SMS 

 Follows IAP immunization schedule  

 Modifiable to new schedules 

 Freedom to join or leave anytime 

 3 reminders in the week when the vaccine is 

due 

  Vaccination Reminders for 12 years 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milestones by IAP Immunize India 
 Inaugurated by R K Mishra, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 

Health in March 2014, IAP Immunize India received over a 

million registrations in 2 years from March 2014 to 2016 

making it the World’s single largest vaccine alert program 

 Won the Ericsson CNN-IBN Networked India Awards 

(August 2015) for ‘Best innovation of 2015’ 

 Won the ET Telecom National Awards (March 2016) for 

‘Best use of IT and Telecommunications for social good – 

non-profit’  

 Appreciated by the Pan American Health Organization 

(WHO) and featured in its ‘Immunization Newsletter’ 

(February 2015) 

 Successful pilot in Kentucky, USA. Interest from Brazil, 

Indonesia, Vietnam to start the program in those countries.  
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IAP Immunize India becomes the World’s Largest and most 

Successful Vaccine Reminder Program 

- Records more than 1 Million registrations increasing India’s immunization coverage  

- Only 51.6% of Indian children below 2 years receive timely recommended vaccines  

Mumbai, April 28, 2016: On account of World Immunization Week (April 

24-30), Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP) and Immunize India Charity 

came together to discuss challenges and solutions to ‘Close the 

Immunization Gap’ in accordance with the 2016 WHO Theme. They also 

highlighted milestones achieved by their joint program ‘IAP-Immunize 

India’ making it the largest national healthcare initiative of its kind to 

increase Immunization adherence and coverage across the country.  

 

India’s Immunization coverage compared to its developed neighbors is 

very low. Annually, vaccine preventable diseases account for over 1.5 

million deaths and about 1 million disabilities in children below 5 years 

in India. It is important to administer vaccinations for the top life-

threatening vaccine preventable diseases in India such as Pneumonia, 

diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, rotavirus, polio, tuberculosis, measles and 

hepatitis B. 

 

Commenting on the concerns of low Immunization rate in India, Dr. 

Pramod Jog, National IAP President said, “In India, the percentage of 

children between 12–23 months of age who received all recommended 

vaccines on time is just 51.6%. A major reason is that parents do not 

maintain a vaccination calendar and often forget to vaccinate the child 

on time in a disciplined manner. This default is observed in both urban 

and rural areas. 14% of infants who come in contact with immunization 

services to receive their BCG Vaccine do not receive their measles vaccine scheduled at 9 months.  Many children below 5 years do 

not receive regular pneumococcal vaccines. These lapses are responsible for increased rates of child morbidity and mortality in India 

which can definitely be avoided.” 
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Prompted by distressed parents’ dilemma of delayed or missed immunization for their children, Immunize India Charity conceived 

the Vaccine reminder program and partnered with IAP to launch ‘IAP Immunize India’ in March 2014. IAP-Immunize India is a free-

of-cost SMS based vaccination reminder service which is nationally available across all mobile networks in India. Since almost every 

adult in urban and rural areas have mobile phones, the SMS reminder service is the most cost effective reminder method that a 

vaccination is due. 

Dr. Uday Pai, Past IAP Mumbai President and Consultant Pediatrician, AANGAN, Chembur, Mumbai said, “Immunization is one of 

the most successful and cost effective means to help children grow into healthy adults. No child should be denied the right to 

immunization for unfair reasons, including economic or social causes. In Mumbai, IAP Immunize India has increased immunization 

coverage and reduced vaccine preventable deaths among children below 5 years. The city (Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Kalyan) 

recorded 1,12,000 registrations which means that an estimated 35,000 additional vaccinations are happening that would have 

otherwise been missed.” 

Highlighting the success of IAP Immunize India, Dr Ranjan Kumar Pejaver, Founder & Principal Trustee, Immunize India Charity 

said, “Vaccination reminder services have been effective in several countries in increasing immunization compliance by 20%. As of 

31st March 2016, IAP Immunize India has received more than 1 million registrations (100,05,000) across India which has contributed 

greatly to increased compliance. An additional 300,000 vaccinations are happening which would have normally been missed. Our 

program won several notable national and global awards, recognitions and requests. The Indian Government also has come forward 

to register and utilize this alert service at their Institutions. The University of Kentucky, USA approached us to implement a pilot 

program. Observing a 48% increase in immunization compliance, they now want to extend to Kentucky State with a grant from 

American Academy of Pediatrics.”  

The IAP Immunize India campaign aims to Increase the immunization coverage in India by creating awareness of its program using 

media and seeking co-operation from allied organizations such as obstetric, midwifery, nursing and other medical associations. 

Software upgrades, development of Apps and Audio Visuals is another goal for us to enable multi-lingual SMSs and better access to 

our program. Immunize India Charity is also keen to provide the expertise needed to implement the program in interested countries 

wishing to improve immunization coverage. 

‘IAP Immunize India’ messaging costs are supported by its telecom partner Vodafone and its field promotion is supported by an 

education grant from Pfizer 
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Most parents don’t maintain vaccination calendar 

Most parents in the country still do not maintain a vaccination immunisation calendar, and miss out on vaccine doses for their 

children, said doctors associated with the Indian Academy of Paediatrics ... 
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Most parents don’t maintain vaccination calendar 

Most parents in the country still do not maintain a vaccination immunisation calendar, and miss out on vaccine doses for their 

children, said doctors associated with the Indian Academy of Paediatrics ... 
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Most parents don't maintain vaccination calendar 
Most parents in the country still do not maintain a vaccination immunisation calendar, and miss out on vaccine doses for their 

children, said doctors associated with the Indian Academy of Paediatrics (IAP) on Thursday.  
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Most parents don’t maintain vaccination calendar 

Most parents in the country still do not maintain a vaccination immunisation calendar, and miss out on vaccine doses for their 
children, said doctors associated with the Indian Academy of Paediatrics .. 
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For your baby's injectable polio vaccine, you must go to 

BMC health centres 
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For your baby’s injectable polio 

vaccine, you must go to BMC health 

centres 
Unlike the oral polio vaccine that the civic body gave for free to private practitioners, the injectable polio vaccine, introduced by 

the BMC on Tuesday, will be available only in public healthcare facilities. There is no stock of the vaccine in the market for doctors 

in private practice to buy. Both the BMC and paediatricians are asking parents to take their children to public units for their shot. 

The BMC started administering the injectable vaccine on Tuesday. The vaccine, which now figures in the immunisation calendar, 

has to be administered to children at the age of six weeks and then 14 weeks, along with the oral polio vaccine. 

Paediatricians say they do not wish to confuse parents are and hence giving out uniform advice: take your child to a civic-run 

facility for the injectable vaccine. Dr Uday Pai, consultant paediatrician and past president of the Indian Academy of Paediatrics, 

said, “We have told all our members to refer children to municipal centres for the vaccine dose. We have also sent a letter to the 

BMC that if private patients do come, they too should be given the vaccine.” 

Doctors said parents should not panic, nor get confused. “If a child misses a shot, a catch up shot can be given later. This is not an 

emergency vaccine,” said Dr Pai. Civic officials said they have adequate supply of the vaccine. Dr Padmaja Keskar, BMC’s executive 

health officer, said: “All private doctors can send us children for the injectable vaccine. We will be giving it for free.” 

Taking stock 

Six months before the BMC launched the injectable vaccine, the government had procured all the stock available with various 

vaccine dealerships. Paediatricians, who were giving the injectable vaccine earlier, said they have not given a single shot since 

January as there were no vaccines available in the market. 
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“Until last August or September, a monthly stock of 15,000 to 20,000 doses of the injectable vaccine was enough for Mumbai,” 

said vaccine dealer Dr Haresh Shah. “But awareness shot up after the government started advertising on television that it would 

start administering injectable polio vaccine from April, 2016. So the demand shot up after that.” Dr Shah, adding that there has 

been no stock for the last three months. 

The shortage of the injectable polio vaccine is a global phenomenon. That is why it is being administered as an intradermal 

injection — between the layers of the skin — and not as an intramuscular injection, which uses up a larger quantity. The 

intramuscular shot needs just one dose, while the intradermal injection is given twice. 

Both doctors and government officials are hopeful that production of the vaccine will scale up in the months to come. 

100% protection from polio 

Officials of the public health department have said that “simultaneous immunisation by oral polio vaccine and injectable polio 

vaccine will give dual protection to children and the community” and that “it will prevent reinfection and reactivation of polio 

disease”. Doctors too said that the two doses of the injectable polio will be 100 per cent protection from the virus. 

“To eradicate polio completely, extra doses of oral polio vaccine are to be administered to children under five during every pulse 

polio campaign in addition to the oral and injectable polio vaccine doses,” the BMC stated in a press release following the 

injectable vaccine’s launch. 

The shortage of the injectable polio vaccine is a global phenomenon, and needs several doses 
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For your baby’s injectable polio vaccine, you must go to BMC 

health centres 
 

The vaccine is not available on the market, or with private doctors; it must be injected at the same time as the oral vaccine. 
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For your baby’s injectable polio vaccine, you must go to BMC 

health centres 

The vaccine is not available on the market, or with private doctors; it must be injectedat the same time as the oral vaccine 
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For your baby’s injectable polio vaccine, you must go to BMC 

health centres 
The vaccine is not available on the market, or with private doctors; it must be injectedat the same time as the oral vaccine... 
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Now, SMS alerts to remind parents to vaccinate kids 

With a view to achieving full immunisation across the country, the Indian Academy of Paediatrics (IAP) has launched SMS alerts to 

remind parents to vaccinate their children on particular dates. Designed at the national level, SMS alerts will be sent for free 

without any registration charges. 

Messages will be sent to parents till their children reach 12 years. To avail the service, parents have to first register themselves 

with IAP database by sending an SMS to 566778, conveying the baby's name and date of birth. They will receive an immediate 

confirmation text message. Three reminders will be sent on the registered number two days before the due date of vaccination. 

To commemorate World Immunisation Week (April 24-30), IAP organised a programme titled "Close the Immunisation Gap" in 

Mumbai on Thursday. Speaking at the programme, medical experts said that only 51.6 per cent of Indian children below two years 

of age receive timely recommended vaccinations across the country. Further, over 1.5 million deaths are recorded annually, which 

can be stopped through proper vaccination. 

Dr Pramod Jog, National IAP President, said, "In India, the percentage of children between 12 and 23 months of age who receive 

all recommended vaccines on time is very low. A major reason is that parents do not maintain a vaccination calendar and often 

forget to vaccinate their children on time in a disciplined manner. This default is observed in both urban and rural areas." 

Dr Uday Pai, Consultant Paediatrician, said, "No child should be denied the right to immunisation for unfair reasons, including 

economic or social causes." 
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